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i, Lo doy mu“”:'i trend in the number of »mupils in the higher grades of genersl
schcv snd wnlversitics in Eungsry is blgmel on zn "insidicus -né plenned
at*“teg,ic 3 opzration of the clirss enemy,”

1iP, centrel orgen of the Hungrrien eoplels Purty, sccusew the
ruling cless” of fighting r tooth end nall batils 4o pressrve its
monoraly in the field of dilture, The strotegy followed by the class
enawy, the peper said, is to try to rebotrge the Five-Year 'lan by cutting
off the influx of professional cedres necdicd for its erecution., Its
atteck is concentrated sgrinst the "Jdemscretlc public =ducaticn of worker
end pezsent children,”

3. Cux°u=ut f‘J.gu e in Fung_ =ry indicste thet ths “cultural monopoly™ of the
; Ling c¢less wns broken snd roplreci by the monopoly of the pregent

In this school ye:r 10,08L worksy end 7,759 pecssnt pupils
ot grade w. vne high schw):. imis is 57.7 percent of the
al f:‘m the first high ochool grrde, The firsteyear classes

; os end bechnicsl cosleges e stiensaz® this yerr by
2,315 mr’rwr eml 2,146 peaczrt stulents, thrt iz sbout holf of the total
ro gistronts in this cless. In 1950, the rurber of high schocl students
inceesszed te 87 thousand as compered to 5% thousznd in 1940,

Howave I, C«ufunﬁ ste becenme ewere that the cttick of th: "cless cnemy™ i
ng iitself felt on the .ess steictly contrnlled nnuc&tionm
tios of L.BD NiP prove that l:=st yesr -5, 5 rorcent unrl
1 percrnt fewer students regictered in th
schoots thsn the numbar who compietad the <ove ;
highf‘r:' groées of the genersl cchesl: the situ-tion iz much
xcept In the fifth grade, where e noted incrorce of ztuasnts
is indicctad. This, however, cmzn be sscribzd to the 1:rge rumber of
ferts vho flunked the fifth grade and now have to ropust 1%,
U2 pointed cut., ’/n sverzsge of 15 peorcent of tae pupils f=iled
zarucl exems in each grade cnd the hzlfete-m cxems showed ,
1 unsatisfectory merks tc qualify them Tor the next
he'r-tetm, “tus »ntr of worker end peas:nt descent comrrise 19 nercent
of ’rlmm who fviled to psss the exams. The end result, the Commmunist
#tt, o€ o 16 percent drop in registrations this ye:r for ihe
=f the universities.
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the nwaber of studants is
ivity is lurking behind

“nhe poseon Tor this coneid

that en insidicus cnd well
the large nwiber of fallures ¢

iacipal grades where the hi ghont mercentege of Tlunkings

occur sve in the Tifth grade of general : the Lirst grodes of
Symnesiums {zchocls prepuratory tn the un" , =nd the first
terns of univer 11;19.1. T 15 the teciicel Jdovice of the enamy to

nsert, zfter seversl eesy grades, o grade 1 vhich rewuiremonts zre
suddenly raised, In the firet grude of E)y"tiﬂ wa, for example, the
struggling pupil has to cope with textbooks ot university level instead
of m"ka ng nim digest and consolidate whzot ha- hag lear in the
praceding years.®™ TFor this crowiing of the curriculun in high cchocls
amd universities, the azim for a Thigher cultur: 3cve”" »f the school
reform is blamed and its authors, "certain of o7 the Ministry of
Tablic Educztion,”™ accused of "attempting to el te students of
worker snd peasant descent who stand on we sker cultursi foundsiion” thzn
children of the former ruling cless. “Overburdening the plrn of studies
hoe =lso mede professionsl tra in:mg difficult =nd reiscd obstscles In
the wey of improved ideological schooling.”

! gevartment cnlled the ™section of principles” of the Ministry of Tublic
Bducstion has cspecially provoked the ire of [JiBAD Ni. ., Th'g section,
the psper said, ordered 3,900,000 copies of te*ctboo «s, the larger vert
of which had a2 "reactionery snd clericel spirit,”™ More than one guarter
of thom were unused snd had to be sent bzck to o paper mill to be made
into pulp. Thelr value represented slmost three million forints, In
1949, on the other hend, when a large rumber cf puplls of worlfer snd
peasant descent regis‘bered in the ﬂchools for the first time znd “when
upon the increased control of the erty the textbooks were improved,”
only one znd e half million copies wera. mede =valleble =t the beginning
of the school season instead of the required four million. "(f course,
the working cless pupils were the most sericusly sffected by this
shortnge, “rovidcd with textbook-coupons thuy were =t & dlsedvanizge to
cesh buyers, The past and present herds -f the ilinistry are to be helid
responsible for the untenable situstion thet = considerszble number of
p*l; obtained their textbooks only shortly before the finel axsms, "

ro"vrsaaive Catholic ethnogrepher Gyuls Crtutey, 2 idmellholder Ferty
holdover,resigned 27 Feb 50 as Minister of uw‘vc Béucetion, o post he
held for a.most wiree ywears, and was appointed superintendent of museums
and gnlleries,

T

x

CONFIDENTIAL/US OFFICIALS ONTY

»

Approved For Release 2002/07/24 : CIA-RDP80-00926A002200030038-5



